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1 Executive Summary

Joint Scientific Assemblies of the Associations of the International Union of 

Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG) are excellent fora to bring together  researchers 

of two or more disciplines to foster cross-disciplinary ideas and promote joint 

research programs for improving our understanding of the coupled earth 

processes and their impact on society. With this backdrop, Joint Scientific 

Assembly of the International Association of Geomagnetism and Aeronomy 

(IAGA) and the International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth’s 

Interior (IASPEI), two major Associations of the IUGG, is an important event. These 

Associations cover a vast domain of the Geosciences and Aeronomy from the 

Earth’s internal structure, geodynamics, natural hazards and earthquake genesis 

to observation and simulation of Solar and planetary magnetic field and space 

weather. The linkage between the deep earth structure and geomagnetism, and 

the role of fluids in earthquake nucleation are a few examples to emphasize the 

significance of the Joint Scientific Assembly of these two Associations to promote 

cross-disciplinary research.

The IUGG has been actively promoting Joint Scientific Assemblies. The previous 

Joint Scientific Assembly of IAGA and IASPEI was held 2001 in Hanoi, Vietnam. 

It is heartening that the two Associations have decided to host the next IAGA - 

IASPEI Joint Scientific Assembly in 2021 (JSA-2021) after two decades. With 

long and strong traditions in geomagnetism, electromagnetism and seismology, 

India proposes through the Indian National Science Academy (INSA), the Indian 

National Adhering Body of the IUGG, to host the JSA-2021.

National Geophysical Research Institute, a premier earth science institute under 

the aegis of Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR-NGRI), located at 

Hyderabad, shall take the lead in hosting of the JSA-2021 in India. CSIR-NGRI will 

commemorate its Diamond Jubilee with this event and organize it with support 

from other reputed earth science institutes of the country. The hosting of the JSA-

2021 in India by CSIR-NGRI shall be supported by the Department of Scientific 

and Industrial Research, Ministry of Science & Technology, and the Ministry of 

Earth Sciences, Government of India. It is proposed to host the JSA-2021 during 

1-7 August, 2021 at Hyderabad. In previous years CSIR-NGRI has organized 

the symposium of the International Association of Hydrological Sciences (IAHS, 

another Association of IUGG) in September 2009 and the conference of the Asia 

Oceania Geoscience Society (AOGS) in July 2010 at HICC in Hyderabad, both of 

which attracted more than 1000 delegates each.

The Local Organizing Committee (LOC) will comprise of scientists from the 

host and supporting organizations. All efforts will be made to attract a large 

number of students and young researchers to the Joint Assembly. The scientific 



11

B
id

 D
oc

um
en

t

program will include plenary and public lectures, technical sessions and posters 

in themes belonging to the core scientific activities of both the Associations as 

well as Joint Sessions on topics, which need the expertise of scientists from both 

backgrounds. 

The full standard registration fee is proposed as US$ 500 with reduced rates 

for retired scientists, young researchers and students, early-bird and day 

registrations. The LOC will support 100 students and young researchers below 

the age of 35 years by providing them registration fee waiver, 50 of whom will 

be provided an additional grant equivalent of US$ 500 each, to attend the Joint 

Assembly. Day-registrations will be priced at 40% of the standard registration fee.

The event is planned to be flagged off with an Inaugural ceremony followed by an 

Ice-breaker on the eve of the first day of scientific sessions. A valedictory function 

is planned on the last day. Regular sessions shall be held between 0900 and 

1730 every day, with oral presentations of 15 minutes each and provision will be 

made for display of 200 posters every day. Plenary lectures will be of 45 minutes 

duration. Business meetings and special events will be held outside the regular 

hours. 

The venue of the Joint Assembly will be the Hyderabad International Convention 

Center (HICC), Hyderabad with ample possibilities of accommodation within a 

radius of a few km ranging from five-star hotels to budget service apartments 

and hostels. 

The host city, Hyderabad, is well connected by air from many international cities. 

The international airport at Hyderabad has been adjudged the best airport in 

the world consecutively for the past three years for its service quality among the 

airports handling 5-15 million passengers per annum. Other major International 

Airports of the country, with flying time of 1-2 hours (Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, 

Chennai, and Bengaluru) are well connected with Hyderabad by domestic flights.

The city of Hyderabad is the epitome of co-existence of the old and the new 

cultures with some very exotic cuisine. During the course of the Assembly, the 

delegates will be provided opportunities to explore the rich heritage and culture 

through planned city tours. Excursions will be organized to nearby geologically 

interesting spots. Technical visits will be planned to visit the facilities at the host 

institute CSIR-NGRI, to commemorate its Diamond Jubilee, as well as at other 

Earth Science organizations in Hyderabad like Geological Survey of India (GSI), 

Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) and the Survey 

of India (SOI).
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The pursuit of aspects of geomagnetism started in the 19th century in India, 

the first Observatory (which is the second oldest Observatory in the world) 

was setup in 1826, at Colaba, Bombay. The geophysics community in India 

has a history of pioneering development and application of theory and tools for 

electromagnetic methods for geophysical exploration. Instruments have been 

designed and used indigenously, airborne magnetic and EM surveys were 

conducted as early as the mid 1960s. India also has a history of pioneering 

seismological research in the solid earth science that resulted in the discovery 

of the Core of the Earth. The surface seismic waves were identified for the first 

time on the recorded seismogram of the 12th June 1897 Shillong earthquake 

(Mw 8.7), which led to several new discoveries of the Earth System. A large 

community of active researchers and scientists of the country contribute to 

the growth of the science of IAGA and IASPEI. The Joint Scientific Assembly will 

be an opportunity to showcase recent progress in research to the world from a 

large number of Indian participants. Scientists from different parts of the world 

will have occasions for vigorous interactions, exchange of ideas and formulations 

of new collaborations, not only with Indian partners but also with other Asian 

scientists who are likely to participate in the conference.

The Host Institute
National Geophysical Research Institute (CSIR-NGRI), a premier Earth Science 

Laboratory under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, Government 

of India, was established in 1961. The institute has about 100 scientists and 

about 300 technical, administrative and support staff. It has served the nation 

for five decades through its multidisciplinary research programs that also impact 

the society and industry. The areas covered by the research programs include 
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exploration of natural resources, earthquake hazard assessment, lithospheric 

studies, exploration and management of groundwater resources and geo-

environment. The Magnetic Observatories of the institute were set up as early as 

1964, while the Seismological Observatory was set up in 1967.

CSIR-NGRI has contributed in many national mission mode projects, such 

as legal continental shelf program and gas-hydrate stability zone map of 

India. Technical expertise of the institute has always catered to the 

need of industry in the fields of hydrocarbon and mineral exploration. I n 

addition, several research programs of global interest have also been 

taken up in collaboration with institutes in India and abroad. The institute 

has taken a lead role in publication of the gravity map series of India 

at 10 mGal in 1975 and at 5 mGal in 2006, and probabilistic seismic 

hazard map of India. In an endeavor to contribute to the energy security 

of the nation, the institute has taken up several exploration programs, a 

few notable ones being - delineation of the sub-trappean Mesozoic 

sediments beneath the Deccan volcanics, mapping of coal seams 

for coal bed methane, quantification of gas hydrates/free gas i n 

the continental margins of India, and surface geochemical studies for 

identification of hydrocarbon deposits. In the recent years, the institute 

has embarked upon extensive airborne and heli-borne electromagnetic and 

magnetic surveys for uranium exploration and mapping of groundwater 

resources in diverse geological settings. Earthquake Hazard mitigation has been 

an important research front of the institute and has led to the establishment of 

local and regional seismological networks in the Indian shield, the Himalaya, 

Northeast India and the Andaman region. The institute has carried out a 

program of continental deep drilling in the Koyna seismic region for setting up 

of an observatory within the active fault zone to test the current hypotheses for 

earthquake precursory phenomena and intraplate seismicity through better 

understanding of the earthquake rupture dynamics. Imaging of the Indian 

lithosphere by integrated geophysical studies has provided new insights 

into the structure and evolution of the Indian lithosphere. The institute 

has brought out the “Encyclopedia of Solid Earth Geophysics (ESEG)”, 

published by Springer in 2011, wherein 217 articles were contributed by 

researchers from 32 countries.

CSIR-NGRI has been actively involved in international platforms and has 

organized many symposia, Workshops and Assemblies throughout the 

decades. Apart from smaller meetings like the IAGA Workshop in 2014, 

the institute has hosted the convention of the International Association of 

Hydrological Sciences (IAHS, another Association of IUGG) Assembly in 

September 2009 and the conference of the Asia Oceania Geoscience Society 

(AOGS) in July 2010 in Hyderabad, both of which attracted more than 1000 

delegates each and were held at HICC.

Recent Data Aquisition Locations
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The Local Organizing Committee (LOC) will comprise of scientists from the host 

institute, supporting organizations and sponsors. The LOC will have President, 

Secretary General and Treasurer from the host institute and executive members 

from associated bodies.

Financial Aspects
The host institute, CSIR-NGRI, assumes financial responsibility for a successful 

conduct of the JSA-2021. Financial resources will be generated through 

Registration fee, grants from supporting Ministries and Institutes, sponsorship 

from Industrial partners and through renting of the Exhibition area. 

Expenses for participation in the JSA-2021 shall vary depending on the choice of 

accommodation, local transport and food options. An estimate is given below to 

provide an idea of the likely expenditure for two categories of delegates:

Full Delegate at 4 star accommodation :  Total = US$ 2200
Registration    : US$ 500 (Standard)
Accommodation for 7 nights (@US$ 150) :  US$1050
Food for 8 days (@US$ 50)  :  US$ 400

Local travel    :  US$ 250

Student at budget accommodation : Total = US$ 1350
Registration    :  US$ 350 (Standard)
Accommodation for 7 nights (@US$ 50) :  US$ 350
Food for 8 days (@US$ 50)  :  US$ 400

Local travel    : US$ 250

The above estimates exclude the cost of the air travel and additional social 

events/sightseeing/scientific excursions.

Value for Money
India, with its long history and vast diversity in the landscape, geology, heritage, 

culture and cuisine, offers something for every delegate/ tourist to explore. 

Those interested in geological marvels have an opportunity to explore the 

Deccan Flood Basalts, the Himalaya, the Thar Desert, or the sites of Dinosaur 

fossils. For the delegates interested in tourism, the country is dotted with 

innumerable exotic tourist destinations from the beaches of Goa to snow-

clad peaks of the Himalaya, from rock carvings of Ajanta and Ellora to Wildlife 

sanctuaries of Kerala. Taj Mahal, Ayurveda and Yoga are the internationally 

known synonyms of India. The aroma of the Indian spices and Indian cuisines 

has the power to mesmerize every food lover. With so much to offer, we are 

sure that the delegates will have a memorable time exploring the Incredible India 

besides attending the JSA-2021.
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Assembly Dates

It is proposed to host the JSA-2021 during August 1-7, 2021.

Number of Delegates

Based on the trends of the last Assemblies of individual Associations, we expect 

1000-1500 delegates for the IAGA-IASPEI Joint Assembly.

Item IUGG/IAGA
2015

IUGG/IASPEI 
2015

IASPEI 
2013

IAGA 
2013

IASPEI 
2009

Venue Prague, Czech 
Republic

Prague, Czech 
Republic

Gothenburg, 
Sweden Mexico Cape Town, 

S. Africa
Nr. of Delegates 534 444 454 459 347

Nr. of Symposia 43
14 

(There were  
sub-symposia)

36 51 32

Nr. of Joint 
Session 15 16 … … …

Registration Fee Structure

Category
Early Bird Standard On site

US$ US$ US$
Delegate 450 500 600
Single Day Registration 180 200 240
Student/Retired Researcher 275 350 450
Accompanying person 120 150 200

Student status will be decided on providing supporting document of registration as 

Graduate/ Post-graduate/ Ph.D. scholar at recognized University.

Retired Researcher status will be deemed if a scientist of 65 years and above, has no 

longer any active affiliation to any academic or commercial organization.

Non-refundable Abstract submission fee of US$ 30 will be charged for up to two 

submitted abstracts. One presenting author will be allowed to submit only two abstracts. 

Registration fee includes a kit containing a leaflet detailing the scientific program, a 

pamphlet providing general information and map of the city, and a pen-drive with 

abstracts; participation in the scientific sessions, access to wi-fi, tea/coffee during 

breaks, snacks during poster sessions, Inaugural Ceremony and Ice-breaker, 

complimentary pickup and drop once a day from the place of accommodation to the 

venue as well as visit to CSIR-NGRI. 
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Participation in the Conference banquet, IAGA and IASPEI dinners will be separately 

charged. 

Participation in local sight-seeing and scientific excursions will also be on charge basis.

Support For Young Researchers

The LOC will support 100 students and young researchers below the age of 

35 years (as on 1 Jan 2021) upon acceptance of their paper as presenting 

author by providing them registration fee waiver. An additional grant of US$ 

500 (in equivalent INR) each, to participate in the JSA-2021 will be provided to 

50 of them. The support breakup between IAGA and IASPEI will be structured 

according to the number of participants from each Association.

Inaugural Ceremony And Ice-Breaker

The LOC will organize an Inaugural Ceremony followed by an Ice-breaker on 

August 1, 1800 onward, to which dignitaries from the country and state will be 

invited.

Scientific Sessions

The sessions will be held between 0900 and 1730, with regular talks of 15 min. 

and invited talks of 30 min. Plenary lectures of 45 min. duration will be planned 

on key inter-disciplinary topics of interest to IAGA and IASPEI and delivered by 

reputed scientists. The plans of the sessions (IAGA only, IASPEI only and IAGA-

IASPEI) will be made by the Scientific Program Committee, which will include 

Secretary Generals from IAGA and IASPEI.

Posters

Sufficient space will be made available for the display of 200 posters for all the 

sessions of the day. Posters will be put up between 0900 and 1000 each day, 

while presenting authors will present between 1600 and 1730 each day, giving 

ample time for discussions.

Outreach Program

The Inaugural Session will have special invitees from the Government and also 

from private partners, aimed to bring large scale visibility to contemporary issues 

of science of IAGA and IASPEI and their critical importance for the human society. 

Along with appropriate press coverage of specially designed Plenary Sessions, 

it would be the efforts of the organizers to bring to prominence classical and 

contemporary science issues of IAGA and IASPEI.

The organization of an international convention would involve participation of a 

large number of students at various levels, who would then have a chance to 
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interact with scientists from all over the world and get exposed to new ideas, new 

avenues of thought and generally be benefitted both scientifically and culturally. 

Such interactions often form the seeds of exchange visits to learn new techniques 

and investigate new arenas. 

The LOC will plan public lectures on key topics and meetings with undergraduate 

students during the Joint Assembly. Telecasting and live webcasting of plenary 

and public lectures will be done through national satellite channel EDUSAT and 

electronic media. A daily Newsletter will be published during the conference days.

Business Meetings

Facilities to conduct scientific business meetings will be available during lunch hour 

(1300 to 1400) as well as outside the session timings (preferred slot: 1730 to 1900).

Exhibition 

Space will be available to exhibitors for setting up stalls on hiring basis as per 

prevailing rates of 2021.

Program for Accompanying Persons

Local sightseeing programs will be organized during the days for accompanying 

persons at nominal charges. These will include visits to Weavers’ village and 

other local cottage industries for bidri and pearls, the hallmarks of Hyderabad.

Social Events

A complimentary visit to the host institute CSIR-NGRI will be arranged to 

participate in a commemoration function of the Diamond Jubilee of the Institute.

A conference banquet will be organized at a special heritage location along with a 

cultural program. Participation in the banquet will be on payment basis.

IAGA and IASPEI will have locales and opportunities to organize their own dinners 

with the assistance from the LOC.

Web Services

A conference web site will be hosted by the LOC through a professional Event 

Management Company to facilitate delegate registration, abstract submission, 

grant application, registration fee payment through payment gateways, social 

events, scientific excursions, local sightseeing and other associated activities. All 

information about the conference, venue, accommodation links, local transport, 

city tours and excursions will be available on the web site well before the 

commencement of the Joint Assembly.



 The Venue

Hyderabad International Convention Centre

Facilities

Internet

Security 

Medical Facility

Floor Plans

Complimentary Transport

Facilities for Persons with Reduced Mobility

Food Options at and around The Venue

Accommodation

List of Hotels around The Venue

General Information

Travel to Hyderabad

Airport & Connectivity

International Connectivity from Hyderabad

Domestic Connectivity from Hyderabad

Local Connectivity from Hyderabad Airport



20

IA
G

A
 -

 IA
S

P
EI

 J
S

A
-2

02
1 Venue

Hyderabad International Convention Centre

Hyderabad International Convention Centre (HICC), Hyderabad, is a state-of-

the-art convention facility. HICC in every aspect, be it infrastructure, services or 

technology, compares with the best in the world. It has an internal hall measuring 

6,480 sq m, which can be partitioned into six smaller halls. The pre-function foyer 

area itself exceeds 6400 sq m.

Facilities

•	 Pillar-free internal hall of net 6,480 sq m area that can hold 5,000-delegate 

plenary and can be partitioned into 6 smaller halls

•	 A spacious Pre-function foyer area of over 6,000 sq m of lobby space

•	 37 breakout rooms, including specialized meeting rooms, speaker preparatory 

rooms, boardrooms, VIP lounge

•	 12.5 m high ceiling, roof catwalks and truss to withhold heavy suspension

•	 State-of-the-art IT Infrastructure, Design, Technology, Telecommunications 

and AV Equipment

•	 Service pits every 6 m with provision for power and internet connection

•	 In-house 5-star banqueting service

•	 Connected to Novotel Hotel, a 287-room international business hotel. 

More information is available at http://www.hicc.com

Internet

HICC is fully wi-fi equipped for their guests and delegates attending congresses 

and business meeting. 

Security

HICC strives to create a safe and secure environment for every event. The venue 

is equipped with a highly competent security system, which includes

•	 Detectors, fire alarm systems & sprinkler systems

•	 32 fire exits 

•	 CCTV surveillance 

•	 24x7 physical security

•	 OMNIPOLIS - one button threat alert system

•	 First Reaction Team

•	 Emergency Response Team 

Medical Facility

A Medical Desk with Ambulance backup will be available at HICC to handle any 

medical emergency. Several Super-specialty Hospitals are available within 5 km 

of the venue.
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The LOC will arrange for pick up at 0800 and drop off at 1730 as well as 
some limited service at 2000 for those having to stay back at HICC beyond 
conference hours, between the venue and place of accommodation once a 
day, for the duration of the JSA-2021.

Facilities for persons with reduced mobility

HICC has been designed to incorporate facilities for differently abled persons, 

including dedicated parking in the car park and direct access from the car park 

to convention center. 

•	 The entire convention center offers easy access for all its delegates.

•	 No stairways/step maneuverability required to access any venue in the 

ground level.

•	 Wheel chair compatible elevators are located on both north and south foyer 

for easy accessibility to the upper levels.

•	 Seamless connectivity between the hotel and the center.

•	 Designated toilets for the differently abled persons are located at all levels in 

the convention center.

•	 All doors access greater than 1.2 m, wide enough for motorized wheel chair 

access.

Food Options at and around the Venue

Complimentary Tea/ Coffee shall be provided at the venue two times a day. 

Arrangements will be made for lunch packets at the venue on payment basis. In 

addition, several restaurants are available in the vicinity of the HICC. 
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There are a number of star hotels within 6 km distance from the HICC besides 

the Novotel Hotel located at the venue. These are listed in the Table given below.

List of Hotels around the venue

Hotel
Nr. of 

Rooms
Location

Distance from Venue
(in km)

Star category  (Rate US$ 125 – 300)
Novotel 287 Novotel & HICC Complex At venue 
Trident Hyderabad 323 Hitec City 4
Radisson Hyderabad 202 Gachibowli, Hyderabad 5
The Westin 427 Hitec City 5 
Sheraton 272 Gachibowli 11
Hyatt  Hyderabad 166 Gachibowli 11
Star category (Rate US$ 75 – 125)
Avasa 227 Madhapur 4
Lemon Tree Premier 267 Hitec City 4
Peerless Inn 65 Gachibowli 7
Budget Hotels (Rate US$ 40 – 80)
Fab Hotel MyPlace 37 Kondapur 1
Swagath Residency 25 Kondapur 2
Swagath De Royal 25 Kondapur 3
IBIS Hotel 170 Hitec City 4
Red Fox 121 Hitec City 4
Hotel Formule 1 150 Hitec City 5
Holiday Inn Express 232 Gachibowli 10
Oakwood Residence Kapil 158 Gachibowli 10

Lemon Tree Hotel 190 Gachibowli 12

TOTAL:  About 2250 rooms up to 6 km; About 1000 rooms between 6 and 12 km; many more 
options to meet the accommodation requirement.

In addition to the hotels, many Service Apartments are located within 5 km of the 

venue (Hitec City, Kothaguda and Gachibowli areas). These are wi-fi enabled fully 

furnished apartments with kitchen facility and cost about US$ 30 to 40 per night. 

Some of these are only 1 to 1.5 km from the venue by walk. A total of about 500 

rooms can be made available under this category of accommodation. 
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 Novotel Hotel Suite Room, Novotel Hotel

 Trident Hotel Lobby, Trident Hotel

 Hotel Lemon Tree Premier Delux Room, Hotel Lemon Tree Premier

 Hotel Formule1 Delux Room, Hotel Formule1

 Fab Hotel MyPlace Reception, Fab Hotel MyPlace
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Cyber Elite Suites Service Apartments 

For location and further details of these hotels and Service Apartments please 

visit

https://www.google.co.in/maps/search/Hotels+near+HICC
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Weather

Hyderabad has a unique combination of a tropical wet and dry climate that 

borders on a hot semi-arid climate. Temperature ranges from 20o C to 31o C in 

August with occasional spells of rains.

Telephone

The Country Code for India is +91. The City STD Code for Hyderabad is 040.

Local SIM cards for all types of mobiles are available at the Hyderabad airport or 

can be arranged from Matrix right from the country of residence (www.matrix.in/

INT-Sim&Data-Cards). 

Dialing India

Landline: International access code (+) followed by 91, then STD code followed 

by Landline number, e.g. +91 40 XXXXXXXX

Mobile: International access code (+) followed by 91 and the 10-digit Mobile 

number, e.g. +91 XXXXXXXXXX.

What to Wear

Light and summer clothing made from natural fabrics like cotton is best for 

everyday wear. While touring around the city people are advised to wear a hat or 

sun cap.

Smoking Policy

All conference rooms and public areas are strict no-smoking zones. Smoking 

in public areas (e.g. hotels, airports, restaurants,theatres, shopping complexes, 

etc.) and transportation (e.g. airlines,railways, cars & coaches) is a punishable 

offence in India. Most hotels, restaurants and Airport have smoking lounge or 

marked smoking area.

Power Supply

Standard voltage is 220-240 volts, 50Hz. Most hotels are equipped with 

transformers for 110-120 volts, 60 Hz.  Sockets accept round pins. Should 

you wish to use appliances of 110 volts, some hotels may provide adaptors on 

request. It is advisable to carry universal adaptors.

Time Zone

The whole of India operates to a single Time Zone and referred to as India 

Standard Time (IST), which is 5:30 hours (5 hours 30 minutes) ahead of the 

Greenwich Mean Time (GMT+5.5).
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Hyderabad has direct international connectivity to some cites of Europe, 

Middle East and South East Asia. One can reach Hyderabad either by a direct 

connection or via Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai or Kolkata. Delhi and Mumbai have 

direct connectivity to all major cities of the world and are within 2 hours flight time 

from Hyderabad.

Located 30 km south of downtown Hyderabad, Rajiv Gandhi International Airport 

(RGIA) is the sixth busiest airport in India. The RGIA, though new, already has a 

number of feathers in its cap, from being rated Rank One airport in the world 

(in the 5-15 million passenger category), to being ranked 5th worldwide in the 

Airport Service Quality (ASQ) annual survey by the Airports Council International 

(ACI). More info at www.hyderabad.aero/

 International Connectivity from Hyderabad

Airline Connecting City Airline Connecting City
Air India Chicago, New York, 

Jeddah & Muscat
Air Arabia Sharjah

British Airways London Cathay Pacific Hong Kong
Emirates Dubai Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi
Fly Dubai Dubai Malaysian Airlines Kuala Lumpur
Oman Air Muscat Qatar Airways Doha
Saudi Arabian Airlines Riyadh Silk Air Singapore
Thai Air Bangkok Tiger Airways Singapore

Domestic Connectivity from Hyderabad

All major National Airports of the country are well connected with Hyderabad by 

domestic flights.
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Visa and Immigration

Important information on visa and immigration requirements can be obtained 

from http://mha.nic.in/ForeigDiv/ForeigHome.htm

•	 All delegates (except those from Nepal & Bhutan) need valid Visa to enter 

India.

•	 The delegates are advised to contact the nearest Indian Embassy / High 

Commission/Consulate in their country in order to obtain Visa.

•	 The congress secretariat would send the Invitation letter for Visa purpose 

upon request.

Travel Insurance

It is advisable to obtain travel and health insurance. Such insurance should cover 

payment for medical care in the case of hospitalization as well as the cost of 

repatriation to home country if that should become necessary. The Organizers 

will ensure availability of ambulance service and hospital information but do not 

take responsibility for any individual, medical, travel or personal insurance.

Currency

The currency in India is Indian Rupee (represented as ` or INR). Currency notes 

come in the denominations of 10, 20, 50, 100, 500 and 2,000. The currency 

may be exchanged at the airport on arrival. Most bank ATMs honor Visa, 

Visa Electron, Master and Maestro cards and you may use these ATMs also 

to withdraw money. ATMs will also be available at the conference venue. Most 

hotels, shops and other establishments accept credit cards. Master and VISA 

cards are accepted at almost all such establishments whereas some of them 

accept Diners & American Express cards as well.

Local connectivity from Hyderabad Airport

Radio Cabs

Licensed Radio cabs and Telangana State Road Transportation Corporation 

operated pre-paid taxi services are available at the Airport. There are also Apps 

based taxi services available, which can be booked through mobile Apps.

Aero Express 

Aero express is an Airport shuttle bus service from the airport to many important 

destinations in the city. These are air-conditioned coaches that ply every hourand 

are relatively inexpensive for single person travel.





Hyderabad - The Host City

Local Sight-seeing

Charminar

Golconda Fort

Qutb Shahi Tombs

Mecca Masjid

Salar Jung Museum

Chow Mohalla Complex

Birla Mandir

Falaknuma Palace

Pochampally Handloom Park Ltd. (PHPL)

City Transport Options

Hyderabad City Map
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Hyderabad, the capital of the Telangana State, is the fifth largest cosmopolitan city 

in India. The city thrives with a variety of cultures intermingled into an astounding 

culture that gives it a distinct identity of its own. This is where tradition fuses with 

modernity, and heritage structures vie with modern high-rise buildings to add 

to the beauty of the city. Located in the heart of the Deccan plateau, about 500 

m above sea level, Hyderabad is known for awe inspiring prehistoric rocks and 

natural lakes, along with a variety of flora and fauna. This City of Pearls, has been at 

the crossroads of global commerce dating back a 1000 years when the powerful 

Qutb Shahi and Asaf Jahi dynasties of Persian origin ruled. The emergence of 

a flourishing IT hub has given rise to the moniker of “Cyberabad.”Hyderabad is 

home to some of the premier educational institutions in India. These include the 

Osmania University (It is the seventh oldest in the Country and third oldest in 

South India, set up by His Excellency Nizam VII Mir Osman Ali Khan.

Hyderabad offers a variety of tourist attractions ranging from heritage monuments, 

lakes and parks, gardens and resorts, museums to delectable cuisine and a 

delightful shopping experience. 

For more information about Hyderabad, visit:

http://www.incredibleindia.org/index.html: Official Government Website 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/india/andhra-pradesh/hyderabad-and-secunderabad:  
Lonely Plant Guideto India
http://www.hyderabadtourism.in/: Public tourism site.
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Local Sight-seeing

Charminar

Hyderabad is almost synonymous with the Charminar. Built by Mohammed Quli 

Qutb Shah, the founder of Hyderabad, in the sixteenth century, at the center 

of the original city layout, Charminar lies in all its splendor in the middle of Lad-

Bazaar – Hyderabad’s famous bangle destination. 

Golconda Fort

Golconda is one of the most famous forts of India. Originally a mud fort built in the 

16th century, it was rebuilt by the first three Qutub Shahi kings over a period of 62 

years. The exclusive Sound & Light Show takes you right back in time.

Qutb Shahi Tombs

The tombs of the legendary Qutb Shahi kings, the only tombs in the world where 

the entire dynasty has been buried at one place are at a short distance from 

Banjara Darwaza of the Golconda Fort.

Mecca Masjid

Mecca Masjid located near the Charminar, is so named because the building 

blocks were brought from Mecca to build the central arch. The Qutb Shah  started 

building the mosque, which was completed later by Aurangzeb in 1694.

Salar Jung Museum

This museum is one of the largest personal collections of antiques by Mir Yousuf 

Ali Khan, Salar Jung III.
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Chow Mohalla Complex

The Chow Mohalla was built by the Nizams over a period of 1857 to 1869. The 

complex comprises four palaces in Moghul and European styles – hence the 

Chow Mohalla.

Birla Mandir

This completely white marble temple is built on the hillock, Kala Pahad. The 

temple has an exquisitely sculptured and carved ceiling. The temple looks down 

on Hussain Sagar Lake and is illuminated at night.

Falaknuma Palace

Falaknuma Palace is one of the finest palaces in Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, 

India. It belonged to Paigah Hyderabad State, and it was later owned by the 

Nizams. It is on a 32-acre (13 ha) area in Falaknuma, 5 km from Charminar. It is 

now a heritage hotel in the Taj Group.

Pochampally Handloom Park Ltd. (PHPL)

Pochampally Handloom Park Ltd is an integrated textile park that houses 

designing, dyeing and weaving facility for textiles under a single roof, located in 

Kanumukkala Village, Pochampally Mandal, 40 km from Hyderabad.

City Transport Options

Various local transport options like bus, cars, auto rickshaw and suburban trains 
are available for getting around Hyderabad city. Self & chauffeur driven cars on 
rent are available at https://www.avis.co.in/ and https://www.mylescars.com/

Rental car services like Ola & Uber are available within 5-15 min. of booking 
and assure smooth and safe drives with GPS tracking and driver confirmation 
messages. The fares are very economical and various payment  facilities make 
them user friendly and help delegates make their travel smooth. 
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Hyderabad City Map





Excursions

Science Excursions

Western Ghats-Mahabaleshwar-Koyna deep drilling site

Survey of India, Dehradun

Mt. Abu-Udaipur-Astronomical Observatory

Kimberlite pipe sites of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana

India – Places to see

Nagarjuna Sagar

Srisailam Temple Town

Belum Caves

Ajanta-Ellora Caves

The Taj Mahal

Varanasi and Sarnath

Jim Corbett National Park

Khajuraho

Golden Triangle – Delhi-Agra-Jaipur
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Western Ghats-Mahabaleshwar-Koyna deep 
drilling site

The Koyna Dam located close to the west coast of India is the most outstanding 

example of Reservoir Triggered Seismicity  (RTS), where triggered earthquakes 

have been occurring in a restricted area of 20x30 sq km since the impoundment 

of Shivaji Sagar Lake in 1962. These include the largest triggered earthquake 

of M~6.3 on Dec. 10 1967, 22 earthquakes of M>5, about 200 earthquakes of 

M~4, and several thousand smaller earthquakes since 1962. The earthquake 

frequency increases every year following the monsoon rains in the months of 

June and July; almost every year one or more M~4 earthquakes occur. There is 

no other source of seismic activity within 50 km of the Koyna Dam. Located in 

the picturesque background of 65 Ma old Deccan basalt lava flows, the area also 

provides opportunity to view sections of horizontal lava flows with intercalations 

of red boles. The field trip will also include a number of hot springs in and around 

this area. The excursion will focus on the deep drilling activities underway to 

monitor the genesis mechanism of earthquakes.

Kangra Valley - Himalaya

The Himalaya, is home to all the mighty peaks of the world that are more than 

8 km high above the mean sea level and the water source for some of the 

greatest rivers of the Indian subcontinent such as the Ganges, the Indus, and the 

Brahmaputra. The seismically active Himalayan range stretching for about 2500 

km length came into existence due to the continental collision about 50 million 

years back and is a significant structural feature for geoscientists to unravel the 
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mountain building processes and global geodynamics, paleoclimate and variability 

of the Indian monsoon. Several devastating major and great earthquakes have 

occurred along this belt during the past century emphasizing the vulnerability of 

the population living in the mountains and in the adjoining Indo-Gangetic plains. 

Kangra valley is one of the most picturesque, green and luxuriant valleys of the 

lower Himalaya sheltered by the sublime Dhauladhar range. It is the site of one 

of the most devastating earthquakes of the 20th century that occurred on 4th 

April,1905. This earthquake ruptured and area of 280x100 sq km area and 

caused massive devastation, killing 20,000 people. The Kangra Fort, located on 

the outskirts of the town of Kangra, built in 470 A.D., is a popular tourist attraction. 

This fort was severely damaged by the 1905 devastating Kangra earthquake.

This excursion will include Kangra valley and Ghuttu Multiparametric Observatory 

(MPGO), which is operated by the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG) 

is located in the central Himalaya seismic gap, bounded by the 1905 Kangra (M ~ 

7.8) earthquake on the west and the 1934 Bihar–Nepal (M ~ 8.3) earthquake on 

the east, for long monitoring of variations in geophysical parameters associated 

with occurrence of earthquakes. In this seismotectonic perspective, the augon 

gneisses of the Higher Himalaya Complex exposed surrounding the Ghuttu 

window, provided the hard rock formation to house seismic, Global Position 

System (GPS) and gravity sensors to record high quality data.

Survey of India, Dehradun

Survey of India, the National Survey and Mapping Organization of the country 

under the Department of Science & Technology, is the OLDEST SCIENTIFIC 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GOVT. OF INDIA. It was set up in 1767 and has evolved 

rich traditions of high precision data acquisition over the years. Survey of India 

dedicates itself to the advancement of theory, practice, collection and applications 

of geospatial data, and promotes an active exchange of information, ideas, and 

technological innovations amongst the data producers and users who will get 

access to such data of highest possible resolution at an affordable cost in the 

near real-time environment.

Among the many accomplishments of the Survey were the demarcation 

of the  British  territories in  India  and the measurement of the height of 

the Himalayan giants: Everest, K2, and Kanchenjunga. The SOI is well known for 

having conducted one of the first accurate measurements of a section of an arc 

of  longitude, and for measurements of the geodesic anomaly which led to the 

development of the theories of isostasy.
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Another scientific trip possible is to the 1.2 m Infrared Telescope at Mount Abu 

which is the first major facility in India specifically designed for ground based 

infrared observations of celestial objects. This Infrared Observatory is situated 

at an altitude of 1680 meters above mean sea level on top of the Gurushikhar 

peak of Aravali range, in Mount Abu, a hill resort in Rajasthan, India. The whole 

observatory was designed and developed indigenously. The design of telescope 

drives, mount and other support systems, including telescope control, was 

taken up by the SHAR Centre, which also supervised the fabrication work at 

Chennai. The mirror fabrication, polishing and other optics was the responsibility 

of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics, Bangalore. All the back-end instruments, 

one of the most important components of the astronomical observations, were 

developed in parallel with the setting up of the observatory. It may be worth 

noting that some of those initial instruments are still functioning and competing 

with new generation instruments.

Kimberlite pipe sites of Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana

Kimberlites, emplaced in the cratonized parts of the earth’s crust are essentially 

controlled by reactivation of major deep-seated faults/fractures, Fault intersections, 

splay faults around fold closures and resultant fractures form the most ideal 

local controls for kimberlite emplacement. Dharwar Craton with two well-known 

kimberlite fields  –  the Wajrakarur Kimberlite Field (WKF) in Anantapur district, 

Andhra Pradesh and the Narayanpet Kimberlite Field (NKF) in the western part 

of Mahbubnagar district, Andhra Pradesh and the adjoining Gulbarga district, 

Karnataka, forms a prominent kimberlite province in India. 21 Kimberlite pipes 

(known to host diamonds) in Mahabubnagar district of Telangana
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There will be many places to visit and see natural wonders and historical heritage 

in INCREDIBLE INDIA. Examples of some of the important places reachable by 

about 5 hours of drive or by a couple of hour by flight are given below.

Nagarjuna Sagar

Nagarjuna Sagar Dam was built across the Krishna river at Nagarjuna Sagar 

where the river forms the boundary between Nalgonda District in Telangana and 

Guntur district in Andhra Pradesh states in India. The construction duration of the 

dam was between the years of 1955 and 1967. The dam created a water reservoir 

whose gross storage capacity is 11.472 billion cubic metres (405.1×109 cu. ft.)

and is one of the earliest multi-purpose irrigation and hydro-electric projects in 

India.

Srisailam Temple town

The  Srisailam Dam  is constructed across the  Krishna River  on the border 

of Mahabubnagar District, Telangana and Kurnool district, Andhra Pradesh near 

Srisailam  temple town and is the 2nd largest capacity  working  hydroelectric   

station in the country. 

The shrine of Lord Mallikarjuna picturesquely situated on a flat top of Nallamalai 

Hills, Srisailam is reputed to be one of the most ancient kshetras in India.

Belum Caves

The Belum Caves is the largest and longest cave system open to the public 

on the Indian subcontinent, known for its speleothems, such as stalactite and 

stalagmite formations. The Belum Caves have long passages, galleries, spacious 

caverns with fresh water and siphons. This natural underground cave system 
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was formed over the course of tens of thousands of years by the constant flow of 

underground water. There are 16 different pathways, including the main entrance 

and there are deposits of quartz in the caves.

Ajanta-Ellora Caves

Situated within the flows of the Deccan Volcanic Province the carvings of these 

caves are the product of three religious faiths. Cave no. 16 carved out from ~ 

300000 cubic feet of rock and known as ‘Kailash’, is the largest and the best of 

all Ellora excavations.

The rock-cut caves of Ajanta belong to the period between 2nd century BC to the 

6th century AD and are located about 104 km from Aurangabad.

The Taj Mahal

The Taj Mahal (in Persian for Crown of Palaces) is an ivory-white marble 

mausoleum on the south bank of the Yamuna river in the Indian city of Agra. 

In 2007, it was declared a winner of the New 7 Wonders of the World initiative.

It was commissioned in 1632 by the Mughal emperor, Shah Jahan (reigned 

1628–1658), to house the tomb of his favorite wife, Mumtaz Mahal. The grace of 

perfection of proportions and grandeur of geometrical patterns of well appointed 

gardens enhancing the poise of the whole complex together add magnificence to 

the delicacy of this monument of love, dedication and purity, ‘The Taj’! 

Varanasi and Sarnath

The temple town of Varanasi is also the spiritual capital of India sprawling along 

the banks of the River Ganges. The Vishwanath temple, also called the golden 

temple owing to the gold-plating on its roof and many others date back to the 

18th century. The culture of River Ganga is the most vivid in this city of Ghats. The 

Benares Gharana form of music was developed in Varanasi where culture and 

arts was patronised by Kashi Naresh. The Sarnath, temple where Lord Buddha 

delivered his first sermon to his disciples, expounding the principles of Buddhism 

is about 10 km away. One of the largest residential Universities of Asia, BHU is 

situated in this city.

Jim Corbett National Park

Jim Corbett National Park is the oldest national park in India and was established 

in 1936 as Hailey National Park to protect the endangered Bengal tiger. It is 

located in Nainital district of Uttarakhand and was named after Jim Corbett who 

played a key role in its establishment. The park was the first to come under 

the Project Tiger initiative. The park has sub-Himalayan belt geographical and 

ecological characteristics. An ecotourism destination, it contains 488 different 

species of plants and a diverse variety of fauna.
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Khajuraho

The Khajuraho Group of Monuments is a group of Hindu and Jain temples in 

Madhya Pradesh, India, about 175 kilometres (109 mi) southeast of Jhansi. They 

are one of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India. The temples are famous for 

their nagara-style architectural symbolism and their erotic sculptures.

Most Khajuraho temples were built between 950 and 1050 by the Chandela 

dynasty in the 12th century. Of the original 85 temples, only about 25 temples have 

survived, spread over 6 square kilometers. Of the various surviving temples, the 

Kandariya Mahadeva Temple is decorated with a profusion of sculptures of ancient  

Indian art.

Golden Triangle – Delhi-Agra-Jaipur

While Delhi and Agra provide visitors the relicts of the Moghul empire, Jaipur 

presents the past of the Hindu kingdoms that rose and fell over centuries in this 

part of the country. The Hawa Mahal of Jaipur- the Palace of Winds, perhaps 

Jaipur’s signature monument, a five-storied, spectacular, pyramid-shaped façade 

show the contrasting styles of the two historical regimes.



46

IA
G

A
 -

 IA
S

P
EI

 J
S

A
-2

02
1





National Geophysical Research Institute
Uppal Road, Habsiguda, Hyderabad, Telangana 500007, INDIA
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